Gan Eng Seng Parent-Teacher Association
Fellow Parents
As we come to the end of the 1st year of your child’s time at GESS I trust you are comfortable that they are in good hands. Our PTA Chairperson has asked me to share a few words on how I think parents can play a bigger role in the education of our children. My own experience as a Son of a GESSIAN, a GESSIAN myself and father of a Secondary 2 GESSIAN, is that Gan Eng Seng School is a unique institution. It is among the oldest schools in Singapore and is driven by a rich history of almost 130 years and passion by all its stakeholders to deliver an education for our children that is second to none.  This however cannot be done by its staff alone no matter how dedicated. It is an effort of staff, alumni, the community, the students themselves and certainly of each and every parent. Our PTA is the 1st established in Singapore and has grown to be a full partner in the care and education of our children.
Parents like you and I, sit with our children that need extra coaching, assist teachers in different projects, raise funds for our students that cannot afford the little extras; like graduation dinners, or international trips. We work with the school to identify areas of need. 
Do you know that even as you read this letter, a parent like you has stepped forward to just be there, sitting with kids just like yours and mine as they stay back after school to prepare for their N and O Level Examinations ? Frankly one evening of 2 hours if that is all we can give is not a lot to sacrifice, but together with little gestures from other parents it makes a difference to some kids that feel school is a better place to study after class. We sometimes serve a simple dinner which may donated or cooked by another parent or sometimes cooked by our own principal Mrs Tan. Simple gestures like these are not a lot, some parents just come in after work for just one day for maybe 2 hours just to be there, just once because that’s all they can do. That’s fine and that makes a difference. It shows our kids that we care. That 1 grade difference in after school study may mean an entry into a JC or a Poly Course of choice.

Some parents do more like serve on the EXCO or maybe help run other projects or simply contribute ideas. Each little bit is appreciated. 

So please step forward, no contribution is too small, be it in time, money, in kind or in effort. Take one or all of these 3 steps: 

1)     Attend our next PTA meeting on 27 September 2011 at 6.30p.m. in School Conference    

        Room
2)     Email you name, contact number and child’s name and class to    

        yeeling@whoopeekiddies.com
3)     Find us on a newly started FB Page “GESS PTA” and send a FB message
Someone will then call you to make contact. We will figure out how best you can contribute. WE DO MAKE A DIFFERENCE. You and I make a difference in our childrens’ education at GESS, what experience would you like him or her to have ?  
Your Fellow Parent    
Lawrence Ng
PTA EXCO Member 2010-2011 & GESS Class of 1981   

20th September 2011

