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STAYING CLOSE:
Doing well

, l

at nearbY
schools
I BY LN ZHAowEl
I a Srncev Cue

S. MANOL T6, had the Pick of
brand-name schools vhen he scored 251
poiDts in the Prhrary School Leaving Ex-
amination (PSLE) four years ago, but he
chose to go to Gan Eng Seng School near
his home.

Yesterday, he was rmong the few who
showed that it may not matter which
school a good student goes to, eDerging
with nine Ars in last year's Olevel ex-

Lee Ya Yu and Clane Goh of Ngee Ann
seconddy, both 16, who had scored 251
lnd 240 respectively in the PSLE, ,lso did
wel in the exams, each bagging eight Ars

The students said going to a neighbour-
hood school was right for them. The con-
venience of short commutes aside, iheir
schools !d various progrsnmes to help
them do their best, they said.

Manoj said he appreciated his school
making m exception for him to tal(e nine
subjects, making him the first there in at
least Iive yeals to do so.

can Eng seng principal carolin Tan re -

cal€d that Ma4oi appea]ed to her at i}le
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ManoichosetoattendGanEngsengschoo|,whichwasnearhi9(tron|ef)geeAnnsecondartopstudent5|.eeYaYqc|ai|eTvrinsPanzi(|elt)andPan
hone, even though he had the pick ol bhnd-nane schools- He Goh and lim Yong lia. Thoir school ran progranrmes to help Ris Secondar, which they chose on the advice ol lheh elder
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"My time was better spent studying or
restirg thar squeezilg on a bus or train
wiih others," said the girl, who orce con-
sidered going to Cedar Girls' Secondary,
an hour-long commute ftom her home in
Pasir Ris.

Identical twins Pan Fei and Pan Zi, 16,
who scored seven Als each, did well in
tlre pSL[ witlr scores of 27o andz67 re-
spectively. They picked Pasn Ris Second-
ary on ure advice of their elder brother,
21, who said he enjoyed his time there.

Pan Fei said: "My brother said the
teachers were patient, and l later experi-
enced that. fhey really took the time io

Because he was weak in Hlgher Chi-
nese, two teachers gave him extra coach-
ing after class to improve his writing and
comprehensioD. He scored a Bl for that.

end of his S€condary 2 year to b€ allowed
to iake a ninth subj€ct geography and
that she had told himr "we'llgive you the
support iI you have the detenrlination."

As the o y one in his class taking the
subiect, Maroj had .,veekly on€ on-one
sessions with a teacher and did self-study-
iDg. He was so inierestedinit that he cov
ered the sylabus less than |./, years.

He said he particularly enjoyed learn-
ing about plate tectonics. "It's interesting
because it's related to events around
you," he added, referring to the earth-
quakes he re:d about in the news.

Manoj said he chose Gan Eng SeDg or
the advice of his father, cargo coordina-
tor G. Sivavanam.

wleD asked about this, Mr Sivavan-
Am, 48, saidr "I thought the school was

.,vell established and had heard good
thhgs about it from friends who had stud
ied there years ago."

It helped that the family's Delta Ave-
nue home was only a Iive-minute walk
away from Gan f,ng SerU.

Ya Yu and Clane, who could have gone
to top schools as we[, said Ngee AIn Sec-
ondary had programmes that pushed
them as far as they could go.

The school in Tmpines runs a talent
development progrlmme called Sparks
Ior students with an aptitude for nEthe
matics and science from Sec 1. Ya Yu said
the workshops on topics such as the hu-
man DNA and {orensic science gave her
an education beyond textbooks.

She added that students are encour-
aged to take part in competitions such as
the Singapore Mathematical Olympiad.

Haziah Asyran Mohamed A., 16, who
scored sevenAls aDd anA2, weDt to Dur-
man Secondary aftcr scoing a stc(ling
261 in the PSLE.

She said: "I felt that by goiDg to a
brand-name school, l would meet mostly
motivated and hard-working students. I
like to meet different types of people. At
Dunman, my friends worked hard Jl1d ai-
so enjoyed then co-culricular activities."

She will once agdn eschew ihe more
conveniional rorie hstead of a junior
college, she js gnnnine for a place at rc
masek Pol)'technic to study either media
drd coDmulicatior techlology or avia-
tion mmagement and senices.
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